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Introduction

Homework is an integral link in the chain of communication between school and home. 
We  in  Cork  Educate  Together  N.S.  value  the  importance  of  a  link  with  the  home  and 
parents/guardians.  Parents/guardians  can  assist  and  monitor  the  progress  of  their  children 
through  continual  reference  to  homework  journals  and  the  content  therein.  Communication 
between  parents/guardians  and  teachers  is  also  facilitated  through  the  homework  journal. 
Through this policy we hope to strengthen positive home-school links through streamlining the 
processes involved. The homework policy of Cork Educate Together N.S. has been formulated 
by the teaching staff in consultation with other staff members, the pupils, parent representatives, 
the Principal  and  the Board of Management.

Rationale

The need to formulate and implement the homework policy of the school can be attributed to the 

following:-

 Further strengthening of home-school links.

 Reinforcing the learning experienced by the child during the school day. 

 Ensuring clarity as to the recommended time to be spent on homework.

Relationship to School Ethos

It  is  the policy of  the school  to  identify  all  the  needs  of  the pupil  and put  in  place 
measures to adequately cater for their needs. The school also encourages the active involvement 
of  parents/guardians  working  with  their  children  while  also  in  enabling  their  child  to  take 
responsibility for their homework and to work independently. We understand that in the one-on-
one communication at home, talking, listening, reasoning and questioning can be enriching for 
the child. The homework policy of the school facilitates these ideals.
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Aims and Objectives

The primary objectives of the policy are:-

 To promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across all classes. 

 To enable the children develop a sense of responsibility and independence. 

 To enhance self-esteem through the provision of a homework programme that is realistic.

 To foster self-discipline and study skills. 

 To further develop links between home and school.

Guidelines for Teachers: 

Homework  should  be  an  integral  part  of  the  subject  being  taught  and  given  in  order  to 
consolidate work done. Homework must be consistent – given in such a way as to form a pattern 
for the children so that they are more likely to remember it. Teachers will check that homework 
is being done and will give extra help where difficulties occur. Teachers will check that parents 
have signed the homework sheet (Infant classes) / homework journal (1st – 6th) on a daily basis. 

If a child cannot complete his/her homework for any reason An explanatory note must be written 
in the homework journal to the class teacher.

How Often?

Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Homework is not given on Fridays. There are, however, two exceptions to this:

1). If homework has been neglected during the week or if the homework presented is not 
satisfactory,  the pupil may be asked to complete the unfinished work at the weekend. 
This will be communicated in writing to the child’s parents in the homework journal.

2).        Children may be asked to undertake some research/project work and the time span given 
could run over weekends.  Friday, Saturday, Sunday could then be used to complete the 
work.

From time to time children will be given a night off homework as a treat, reward or to mark a 
special occasion. This will be at the discretion of the class teacher and in consultation with the 
Principal.
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It is school policy not to allocate or prepare homework for children who are on holiday during 
school  time.  Parents/Guardians  of  children  who are  sick for  an extended period/hospitalized 
should talk with the class teacher.

What Homework?

Ideally Homework will contain a balance between reading, written, oral language and learning 
tasks. This balance may vary considerably from day to day. Homework will regularly contain 
reading,  drawing  and  colouring,  talk  about/discuss,  spellings,  tables,  writing/handwriting, 
committing to memory, information gathering and research. Differentiated homework may be 
allocated to children with special educational needs or to children, who attend learning support 
or resource classes.

How much Homework?

Some children will  take longer than others to complete  the same homework.  Time spent on 
homework can vary from day to day and from week to week. It is important to note that it is the 
quality of the homework that matters rather than the quantity.

The following are guidelines for time spent on completing homework

 Junior Infants/Senior Infants: up to 20 minutes

 First/Second Class: up to 30 minutes

 Third/Fourth Class: up to 45 minutes

 Fifth/Sixth Class: up to 1hr.

When parents are satisfied that the recommended time has been spent (i.e. quality time without 
interruption) the homework and/or journal should be signed.

Guidelines for Parents:

 From First Class onwards homework journals will be used. All allocated homework will 
be recorded there. Children should tick each item as it has been completed. 

 In Junior and Senior Infants, where homework journals will  not be used, information 
about homework will be communicated to parents by the class teacher on a weekly basis 
throughout the week by means of the homework information sheet.  Parents of children in 
Infant Classes should check their  child’s schoolbag regularly and keep the homework 
folder up to date. 
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 Parents should ensure that children begin homework early in the evening at a regular and 
convenient time after coming home from school. The allocated homework time should be 
free from interruptions. Homework should not be left until the following morning.

 The child should be sitting comfortably at a table and in a room where there are few 
distractions i.e. from TV or other children. 

 If the child is working independently, try to be available to help where necessary. Check 
the work being done and praise at every opportunity. 

 Homework is meant to be achievable by the child and it is normally based on the work 
being done in school. The teacher prepares all homework. Parents should help only where 
the  child  is  experiencing  difficulty.  However,  if  your  child  is  persistently  having 
problems with homework, or is taking overlong to complete allocated tasks we would ask 
you to contact the class teacher to discuss the difficulties.

 Parents should not do homework for their children

 If, on occasion, the homework cannot be either done or completed, please let the teacher 
know via a note in the homework journal. 

 Children are expected to do their homework to the best of their own individual ability. 

 Parents should sign the homework journal nightly to confirm that homework has been 
completed. 

 Parents should check the Parent/Teacher communication in their child’s journal regularly.

Follow Up

Teachers like to check homework daily. However, this may not always be possible. At times, as 
the children progress through the school, pupils may check their own homework. This would 
always be done under the teacher’s direction.

Review and Implementation

This  policy  is  subject  to  review at  the  discretion  of  the  teaching  staff  and/or  the  Board  of 
Management.

The Homework Policy is available on the school’s website www.corkeducatetogether.ie

This Homework Policy was formally approved by the Board of Management at its meeting on 

______________
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_________________________ 

John Stapleton. 

Signed on behalf of the Board of Management
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